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The region which was known as Teke Peninsula in ancient times was called Lycia and encompassed an 
area from Köyce� iz in the west to Antalya (Phaselis) in the east. Lycia one of the unique region of 
Turkey covers the southwest end of Anatolian peninsula bordered with the Mediterranean Sea. Lycia 
that is rich in natural, cultural and archeological values is surrounded with natural formations such as 
Bey Mountain from the east and Ak Mountain from the west with altitutes more than 3000 meters and 
Xanthos Valley, Kragos and Antikragos Mountains on the west side of Ak Mountain. On the other hand, 
Dalaman Stream forms the west border of Lycia region and a plateau located on the North compleates 
the geography of Lycia.  As the region has topographic and geomorphologic variations, the ancient 
settlements were scattered in the whole area. In this article, Lycia region of Anatolia was studied with 
its antique settlements and landscape qualities. Lycia region was introduced and a brief history of the 
region was given together with the characteristics of Lycian civilization. Then, the most important 6 
settlements of Lycia League namely Telmessos, Tlos, P�nara, Xanthos, Patara, Myra and Olympos were 
presented with their natural and cultural values. Finally, the antique Lycian settlements established in 
the Mediterranean Region of Turkey were evaluated in the frame of landform and landscape 
characteristics and a general evaluation was made in the frame of site specific qualities of each 
settlement. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Location 
 
Lycia may be roughly defined as the country lying with 
the Teke Peninsula, from Dalaman Stream in the West to 
Konyaalt�, just outside Antalya to the east. Fethiye, Ka�  
and Finike are all located within this region which in 
ancient times was called Lycia and its people were called 
Lycians existed in the 12th century B.C. in Anatolia 
(Figure 1). The evidences obtained from archeological 
excavations have proven that the area was settled in the 
3rd millenium B.C. and there have been settlements in 
the region dating back to 2nd millenium B.C. According to 
the Hittite period texts, a nation of the Lukka who can be 
no other than the Lycians lived in this area in the last 
quarter of the 2nd millenium. Thus, it was understood that 
the people called themselves Trimilae and whom refer to 
as Lycians were the oldest tribe of Anatolia who lived 
without interruption in the Mediterranean Sea region. 
 
 
Brief history of the region 
 

Anatolia  was  never  uninhabited,   every   civilization   or  

nation contributed to the formation of art, architecture and 
urban patterns of the settlement. For that reason, the 
ancient cities and artifacts seen in Anatolia were works 
created by the people of Anatolia from different civili-
zations. The Lycians reached Egypt by sea in 1227 B.C. 
and allied with the Hittites in their fight against the 
Egyptians during the Kadesh War in 1295 B.C. After 
these attacks from sea tribes, the Hittite State was 
destroyed in the 12th century   B.C. and the Phyrigian 
State was established in central Anatolia and the 
Phyrigians spread as far south as the Lycian region. 
Once the Phyrigians were annihilated, the Lycian State 
was established in Western Anatolia. During the reign of 
Persians in 546 in Anatolia, Lycia put up resistance 
against the Persians, who had arrived to take over their 
land. However, they were beaten by the Persian forces 
and was submitted to Persians; but they never esta-
blished complete sovereignity over the Lycians. It was 
known that Psidians, Cilicians, Pamphylians and Lycians 
allied themselves with the dynasty to rebel against the 
Persians. Upon his arrival in 333 B.C., Alexander the 
Great encountered a cordial welcome with  practically  no 
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Figure 1. Location of Lycia.  
 
 
 
resistance from the Lycians and appointed one of his 
commanders Nearkhos to govern here and continued his 
journey, whereas Lycia ceased to be free. After the death 
of Alexander, Lycia passed under the rule of Antigonos, 
then in 310 B.C., by his general Ptolemy. Later on Lycia 
was ruled by Lysimakhos and finally retaken by the 
Ptolemies in 296 B.C., who put an end to the Lycian 
language and replaced it with Greek whereas the cities 
also adopted Greek constitutions (Ak� it, 2001). 

In 197 B.C., the country was taken from the Ptolemies 
By the King Antiochus III, of  Syria  and  in  190  B.C., the  

Lycian region was given to Rhodians, who had supported 
Rome. Rather than obeying the Rhodians, the Lycians 
rebelled in 187 B.C. but, were not successful in this 
attempt. By 167 B.C., the Rhodian control of Caria was 
ended and was declared free. After Lycian League was 
established and 23 cities were joined then, in 133 B.C., 
after the death of the King of Bergama; Attolos III, Rome 
gained power in Asia Minor and in 88 B.C., the king of 
Pontus attached southern Anatolia and it was seen that 
Lycians sided with Caesar in the Roman Civil War bet-
ween Caesar and Pompeius. After the  death  of  Caesar,  
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Romans attached Xanthos where the Lycian League’s 
soldiers were gathered and the city fell and Roman 
armies took control of Lycia. The empire period beginning 
with Augustus was one of that witnessed the recovery 
and expansion of Lycia from every aspect. Lycia was 
devastated by a temblor that struck in 141 A.D., whereby 
both Rome and the rich local inhabitants attempt to 
compensate for the damage. However, another 
earthquake destroyed Lycia once more on August 5, 240 
A.D. and following the earthquake, pirates sprouted up 
out of the woodwork, which caused the demise of some 
of the Lycian cities. At this time the boundary was 
extended to the Northwest to include Caunos and Myra 
became the metropolis of the region. Lycian cities 
continued their existance till the Byzantine Age, but the 
Arab raids started in the 8th century caused these cities 
to disappear one after another (Ak� it, 2001).  
 
 
Lycians 
 
Lycians lived in West Anatolia can be regarded as 
indigenous. Their language belonged to the Anatolian 
branch of Indo- European. Lycians contain many pre-
indo-European elements. These people can be regarded 
as the representatives of the old pre-Hittite civilization in 
Anatolia (Akurgal, 1985).  

Xanthos, the Lycian capital, is one of the most beautiful 
ruins of Anatolia. The enchanting, well preserved Lycian 
monuments belonging to 600 - 200 B.C exist together 
with the equally well preserved roman ruins in this region. 
Although an interaction was seen between Lycian and 
Greek civilizations, Lycian civilization retained individual 
characteristics up to the time of the Alexander the Great. 
But after 300 B.C., the Greek style in art becomes 
completely dominant. According to Herodotos, the 
Lycians came originally from Crete. In the Illiad, the 
Lycians are allies of the Trojans (Akurgal, 1985). Lycians 
were the only people in Asia Minor that maintained their 
independence from the Lydian Kingdom. After 545 B.C., 
they came under Persian domination. However, they 
developed their own unique art and architecture. 
Although their sculptural art was influenced from Greek 
style, it has its own spirit and expression. Besides, their 
mausoleum structures were unique. 
 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The coastal district between Karia and Pamphylia of the 
Mediterranean Region of Anatolia called Lycia was the main 
material of the study. The monuments dating back to 5th and 6th 
centuries B.C., the ruins of the ancient settlements consisting 
temples, theater buildings, tombs, sanctuaries and their pittoresque 
settings were forming the material of the study. Besides, 
photographs, maps and all kinds of visual material were the other 
supporting materials. In this sense, all the cities of Lycia were 
studied in broad sense, but the most important 6 cities of Lycian 
League were presented and evaluated in detail.  

The research was conducted in  three  phases  namely  literature  

 
 
 
 
study, site analysis and the evaluation phases. Data about the 
region and the settlements were gathered and site analysis studies 
were made then, the settlement qualities and their landscape 
characteristics were analysed, aiming to represent Lycian antique 
settlements, their natural and cultural sources in their qualified 
landscapes. 
 
 
Lycian settlements 
 
The antique settlements in Lycia, the coastal district 
between Karia and Pamphylia are among the most rich 
and attractive settlements on Anatolian peninsula. 
Monuments such as sanctuaries, public buildings, tombs 
dating back to 5th and 6th century B.C. from Hellenistic 
and Roman times stand side by side combined with the 
natural beauty of the region in a pittoresque cultural 
landscape. 

The oldest known archeological remains in Lycia do not 
date earlier than the 7th century B.C. The first systematic 
excavations were conducted by Professor M. J. Mellink in 
Karata�  Semanhöyük-Bozüyük in 1963. The centre of the 
excavated site at Karata�  is a rectangular house with an 
oval courtyard and outer enclosures. A village formed of 
houses in megaron type grew around this complex. The 
site existed in the Early Bronz Age II and IIIa periods 
(2600 - 2200 B.C.) and habitation continued in the 2nd 
millenium B.C. Every Lycian city has a different quality 
and special charm. The most important cities of Lycia are 
Tlos, Xanthos, Patara, Myra, Olympos and P�nara. 
 
 
Telmessos 
 
This city is situated on the slopes of Mendos Mountain. 
However, Fethiye was established on top of ancient 
Telmessos so that, the majority of the ruins have 
remained under the settlement. The name of the ancient 
settlement comes from the name of the son of God 
Apollo: Telmessos. The city was under the reign of 
Pergamon Kingdom until 133 B.C. till its inclusion to 
Roman province of Asia. Telmessos was a member of 
the Lycian League. The city which continued its existence 
into the Byzantine era, had lost its significance with the 
Arabian raids which occured after the 7th century Taxier, 
who saw Telmessos in 1850’s, indicated that the Apollon 
Temple and theater could be seen at that time.  

After the great earthquake in 1856, these structures 
were knocked down. The theater was repaired in the 2nd 
century A.D. There is a medieval castle situated on the 
acropolis hill, where the city was first established, is 
surrounded by a wall. Bottom portions erected by Rome 
as well as the upper parts erected during the middle ages 
are existing today. Lycian civilization was famous with its 
rock tomb architecture. The tomb of Amyntas, (Figure 2) 
which is the most splendid of all the Lycian rock carved in 
stone tombs is located on the east side of the acropolis 
has become the symbol of Fethiye built in ionic order with 
a pediment on an architrave leaning on two columns  that  



Erdogan        971 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Figure 2. The tomb of Amynthas and monumental tombs of Fethiye (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3. Fethiye Ölüdeniz (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
are considered as tample type of tombs (Figure 3). 
 
 
Tlos 
 
Tlos antique settlement is located in Xanthos Valley (I) 
near Kemer Village on Fethiye-Ka�  Highway. Tlos was 
known as one of the unique settlement that exist in 
the2nd millenium as a member of Lycian League that 
was still inhabited during the Byzantine period and was 
able to maintain considerable status in the area till 19th 
C. The walls around the acropolis and the large ruined 

buildings dating from the Ottoman period whereas the 
wall to the east of the acropolis belongs to the Lycian 
period. To the east and north of the acropolis are the rock 
tombs forms an impressive view (Figure 4). The roman 
walls encircle the acropolis where it is left exposed 
without a natural rock wall. There is a gate on the 
Southeastern part of the city wall. Almost all the main 
buildings of the city are situated outside the walls. 
Stadium, gymnasium, theater, palaestra, bath buildings, 
Byzantine basilica are all built outside the walls. The 
heaps of rubble between the church and the baths are 
indicating the existence of a tample  building. The theater  
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Figure 4. Plan of Tlos (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 5. Tlos theater (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
built for 60, 000 people has survived well (Figure 5). 
 
 
P�nara  
 
P�nara laying on the main road of Lycia in Xanthos 
Valley(II) was one of the six largest cities of Lycian 
League is reached from Fethiye-Ka�  Highway. The city 
was situated between two unequal; large and small hills 

(Akurgal, 1990). P�nara was introduced as a “huge city” in 
the writings of Stephanos Byzantions (Bean, 1998). The 
city has two acropolises. The first/original acropolis was 
not sufficient, another hill leveling from the valley on the 
east was used as the second acropolis. The old acropolis 
was used as a shelter when needed. There were many 
unidentified building ruins and cemeteries between these 
two acropolis hills. A small theater building or an odeion 
is located on the  West  façade  of  the  lower  necropolis,  
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Figure 6. Plan of P�nara (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
close to the North side. The lower city has never been 
surrounded with walls (Figure 6). 

Although the ruins are well-preserved, the whole site is 
greatly overgrown. According to Ak� it (2001), the history 
of P�nara goes back much further than Alexander, all the 
way back to Troy and mentioned as the most important 
city of Lycia. Although the settlement was inhabited till 
late 9th century, the city was destroyed by two 
earthquakes in 141 and 240 A.D. and also in 1957 
earthquake at last. The acropolis is set on the top of the 
rocks and reached with steep steps carved into rocks 

from the South. The ancient settlement of Pinara is 
situated in the eastern part of the acropolis and the 
important structures were built on a series of terraces. 
The traces and remains of theater, bath, a well-
preservedroman time odeon, an agora reached from 
odeon and temple buildings are existing in the settlement. 
Descending into the valley from the terrace walls in the 
Southern flank of the agora, water channels cut into the 
rock, a spring and the royal tombs all on the Eastern side 
of the valley are seen (Ak� it, 2001). P�nara is rich in 
house-type of typical Lycian tombs. On the east  slope  of 
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Figure 7. Plan of Xanthos (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
large hillside, the rock carved tombs are seen. 
 
 
Xanthos 
 
Xanthos the chief town of Lycia situated near K�n�k 
Village 55 km from Fethiye (Figure 7). Its name coming 
from Xanthos River (E� en Çay� today) means ‘yellow’ in 
Greek. The city was independent until the Persian 
conquest. The heroic fight of the Xanthians against the 
Persians in 545 B.C. was reported by Herodotos. 
According to Akurgal (1985), the Xanthians enclosed 
their women, children servants and their property on the 
acropolis and set it on fire. All the men fight and died. 
Only 80 families who were absent from Xanthos at that 
period survived and had to fight against the Athenians to 
defend their independence like many other cities of Lycia. 
Xanthos seems to have been thoroughly Hellenized after 

the arrival of the Alexander the Great. The ruins were first 
investigated in 1838 by Charles Fellows who transported 
all reliefs and great parts of architectural fragments to 
London that are now exhibited in the Lycian room of the 
British Museum.  

According to Ak� it (2001), Xanthos is dating back 1200 
B.C. The city was completely burnt between 475 and 450 
B.C. and this was confirmed by the excavations by a thick 
layer of ash covering the site. Xanthos was captured by 
Alexander the Great in 334 B.C. and he cleared the 
whole coast of Persians. After the death of Alexander, 
Lycia was taken by the Egyptian King Ptolemy I in 309 
B.C. Than Antiochus III took Lycia in 197 B.C., However 
after the defeat of Antiochus at Magnesia, Xanthos was 
given to Rhodes. In 42 B.C., Brutus came to Lycia; 
although the Lycian League resisted him, Brutus besiege 
Xanthos and demolished the Lycian acropolis. Marc 
Antony rebuilt the city in the following year  and  a  monu-  
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Figure 8. Lycian tombs (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
monumental arch in his name was erected in Xanthos. 
On the other hand, the city walls were rehabilitated and a 
monastery was built on top of the hill on the North side of 
the settlement.   

On the left side of the slope near the village is the 
gateway to the city that was built during the Hellenistic 
period and on the Northwest side of it is the ruins of the 
Emperor Vespasian Gate. On the right are the remains of 
the base of the Nereid Monument, which was created off 
in sections and shipped to London. The ionic order 
structure dating back to 400 B.C. was in the form of a 
temple (Figure 8) placed on a pedestal measuring 10.15 
m – 68 m - 5.15 m high with a series of reliefs of battle 
scenes.  

Four columns were carrying the architrave and the 
pediment and 12 Nereid sculptures were standing 
between the columns (Ak� it, 2001). On the West side of 
this entrance, the Lycian acropolis was situated; whereas 
the Roman acropolis is located on the North side of the 
settlement and one of the main entrance gates of the city. 
The old Lycian acropolis has been situated in the place of 
the present theater. Water was brought to the ancient 
settlement via an aqueduct from the village of Çay 
located 15 km from Xanthos. 
 
 
Patara  
 
The ancient city of Patara is situated on the Southwest of 
Xanthos Valley between Fethiye and Kalkan. The Lycian 

name of the settlement is ‘Pttara’ which means ‘city’ in 
Khaldia language (Ptari). According to Aksit (2001), 
Patara which was known as the birthplace of Apollo was 
established as an important harbour city of Lycia.  

However, the port was filled with earth and some parts 
are marsh now. The history of the city dates back to 7th 
century B.C. (Akurgal, 1985). It was known that the city 
was existed during the 5th and 6th centuries B.C. and 
saved from destruction during the wars of Alexander. The 
city was taken by Alexander the Great in 333 B.C. Patara 
was re-captured by Antiochus III in 190 B.C. and did not 
lose its importance during the Roman Empire and was 
also the seat of Roman provincial governor. Patara was 
the harbor where crops harvested in Anatolia were stored 
and kept for shipment to Rome. “Silo” buildings were built 
in Patara to store grain during the reign of Hadrian. The 
ancient harbor was separated from the sea with sand 
dunes, so there is no harbor today. It is an open space 
about 15 km length and 400 m in width and turns to a 
marsh area during the winter months. Patara became the 
capital of both the Lycian and Pamphylian provinces 
during the Roman period and kept its important as a 
christian center during the Byzantine period. Then, the 
city lost its importance gradually and covered with 
sand/dunes and gained a desert like appearance but, the 
monumental entrance gate is still standing (Figure 9).  

The gateway was erected about 100th century A.D. 
According to the inscriptions, the six consoles on both 
sides of the gateway supported busts of members of the 
family of Mettius Modestus; the Roman governor of Lycia
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Figure 9. The city gate of Patara.  

 
 
 
(Akurgal, 1985). The ruins of the ancient city walls in the 
east side of the harbor are existing. The topography of 
the city is flat except the hill (40m high) on the south end 
of the East harbor entrance. There are the ruins of bath 
buildings, a theater, a tample, a basilica, a storage space, 
a cistern supplying water approximately for 800 people. 
But the population of Patara was 8000 during the 
Hellenistic times so, the water has been supplied by 
means of wells. Some magnificent tombs have survived 
in the settlement but, they were covered with sand dunes 
in time. There are many temples in Patara. The baths 
measure 105 – 48 m. And were partitioned into five 
sections. Next to the paths, one reaches the widest main 
avenue of ancient Anatolian settlements which was 12.5 
m in width and covered with marble having a high quality 
sewage network under it. Central baths are located at the 
Eastern end of the main avenue where there are ruins of 
a small bath complex at the Western end. Along the road, 
we encounter the wide walls of a Byzantine fortress. To 
the East of this fortress is a Corinthian temple that was 
constructed with stone measured 13m-13 - 6.10 m built in 
2nd century A.D. The theater built on a slope is partly 
buried in sand. The scene was built in the middle of 2nd 
century A.D. (Akurgal, 1985). An inscription on the 
Eastern side of the scene indicates that it was built in 147 
A.D. On the North side of the theater, there is one of the 
largest administration buildings measuring 43 – 29 m. 
(Ak� it, 2001). Behind the theater there is a hill with a 
monumental tomb and a cistern carved into the rock. To 
the West of the cistern is a part of wall of the harbor light 
house of Patara.  

Myra 
 
Myra was one of the earliest Lycian cities located near 
Kale Village on the Ka� - Finike coastal road on the 
seaward cliffs of the mountains surrounding Demre Plain 
from the Northwest. Myra is identified especially with its 
tomb architecture. The famous rock-cut tombs of Myra 
are among the most original ones remained in Anatolia 
creating splendid cultural landscape value combined with 
the natural formations of the region (Figure 10). The city 
was established on top of the hill then expanded through 
the skirts of the mountain. There is no literary mention of 
Myra before the 1st century B.C., but became an 
important settlement in 5th century B.C. and made the 
capital of Lycia during the time of St. Nicholas (Ak� it, 
2001). 

The acropolis is situated on the mountain but, actually 
nothing has remained. The remains of the city walls are 
seen near the theater and the bath buildings. The theater 
was built during the Roman period. The building which is 
115 m in diameter has a single diazoma with 29 rows of 
theater seats is surrounded with vaulted galleries (Ak� it, 
2001) (Figure 11). It is also possible to see the ruins of 
the acqueducts to carry water to the city from the valley 
to Demre Stream. 
 
 
Olympos 
 
Olympos was established in the Hellenistic Age and 
became one of the  six  primary  members  of  the  Lycian 
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Figure 10. Western necropolis of Myra (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
League that were entitled to three votes (Bayburtluo� lu, 
2004). Olympos is one of the east shore cities of Lycia. 
Many buildings were erected and the city was repaired 
during the 2nd century A.D. Ancient city of Olympos was 
situated at the mouth of a stream flowing to the 
Mediterranean Sea. So, the city grew extremely and 
spread out over both sides of the stream that passed 
through it. According to Akurgal (1985), the river bed was 
constructed of regular stones to form a channel and was 
crossed by a bridge whose ruins still exist. The acropolis 
of the city is lying close to the river mouth and beneath 
the acropolis are two tomb chambers. The Roman 
theatre was erected on the North side of the stream. One 
of the most interesting existing buildings of Olympos is 
the cella- door of a tample built in the ionic order. On the 

South side of the stream are the remains of the bath 
building. Besides, a large Byzantine basilica is lying 
between the theater and the sea on the North side of the 
stream. Between the theater and the basilica building, the 
ruins of a structure surrounded on three sides with 
columns are seen. According to its plan scheme, the site 
was the agora and the gymnasium of the city. After a 
ramp that was constructed of polygonal stone, the 
necropolis of the city is situated on a hill to the West 
(Ak� it, 2001). 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Cadyanda, Sidyma, Letoon, Kalkan,  Phellos,  Antiphellos 
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Figure 11. Theater of Myra (Ak� it, 2001). 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 12. The necropolis of Theimussa (Ak� it, 2001). 
 
 
 
(Ka� ), Isinda, Theimussa (Figure 12), Kekova (Figure 
13), Simena, Aperlae, Istlada, Cyaena, Trysa, Sura, 
Limyra (Figure 14), Arycanda, Phaselis, Kaunos, 
Kadyanda, Oinoanda, Hoiran, Rhodiapolis and Andriace 
were the other ancient settlements of Lycia region. 
However, most of them were ruined and have no traces. 
So, all of these archeological ruins are integrated to 
nature resulting with enjoyable landforms and silhouettes. 
The Lycian cities consists of an upper city protected by 
walls and situated on the heights where the lord dwelled 
and a lower city generally situated on the Southwest 
ridge of the citadel and when necessary, surrounded by 

walls as well, where the people lived. According to the 
archeological researches (carried out in the Xanthos 
acropolis), the houses were built with irregular stones. 
Houses were formed of square spaces with inner 
courtyards and covered with flat roofs. The houses were 
highly simple structures built either with stone-mud 
masonry or wooden frame structures. It is known from 
inscriptions that the settlement was grouped in units in 
the form of neighborhoods carrying the names of the 
Lycian heroes. In conclusion, according to the limited 
archeological data, it is obvious that the lord’s mansions 
and houses in Lycia were not built only with timber.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 13. Aerial view of Kekova (Ak� it, 2001). 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 14. Views from city of Limyra (Ak� it, 2001). 
 
 
 

Timber is used in the flat roof covers where there are 
embedded beams as well as in the wall where beams are 
embedded in a vertical and horizontal position in accor-
dance with the building order. Besides, there is another 
specific wooden structure in Lycian settlements as the 
reflection of rock tombs with triangular pediments. And 
the most significant  examples  of  this  are  the  big  grain 
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store houses built with wood-jointed walls at Beyler and 
Elmal� (Is�k and Y�lmaz, 2000).  

An important part of the archeological information 
available on the city fabric of Lycian acropolises during 
the classical period was obtained from the city reliefs. 
These reliefs have descriptions of city walls situated on 
the heights and lord’s mansions, temples and tombs 
within these walls. In this context, the P�nara Citadel 
reliefs due to their being the most detailed example, are 
important.   

The Lycian antique settlements discussed in this article 
are all unique urban environments with their own nature 
integrated urban architectural design solutions resulting 
with unique archeological and cultural landscape 
qualities. 

Landform; the three dimensional relief of the earth’s 
surface in the region varies including valleys, mountains, 
rolling hills and plains which directly associates with the 
cultural–archeological values and the planting material. 
Landform of the region has mainly the character of hillary 
landform that is completely the characteristic and quality 
of the landscape. The antique settlements in Lycia region 
have their own unique, identifiable landscape and 
landform character. In addition to influencing the regional 
landscape character, the various landform types can also 
directly determine the aesthetic character of the area.  

Spatial sensation which is the perception of human 
beings about the limits and feeling of outdoor space is 
also affected by landform (Booth, 1990). Lycian antique 
sites all have spatial definition based on the landform and 
visual quality integrated with nature and enclosed urban 
spaces were well defined with an outdoor space 
sensation. 

Telmessos, Tlos, P�nara and Myra have convex 
landforms serving as focal points on the landscape 
whereas Olmpos and Patara have level landforms as 
seashore settlements with some soft leveling transitions 
in the inner parts.  

One of the other extremely important physical elements 
of landscape design is the plant material acting as one of 
these major components of the environment. The original 
planting materials of the antique settlements are un-
known but, the Aegean and Mediterranean Region plant 
cover had to be used in these ancient cities of the region 
for functional, visual and aesthetical purposes. It had 
been used for visual refreshment, ornamentation and 
decoration to the harshness of the constructed 
environment besides its numerous functions in the 
landscape of Lycian antique settlements. 

Buildings both individually and in clusters, is the third 
major physical design element of the Lycian cities. 
Building types and their construction techniques were 
same in all these settlements. The building types namely 
theater, agora, bouleterion, library, school, bath buildings, 
stadion, houses etc. were all defining outdoor spaces, 
influencing views and affecting the silhouettes of the 
cities. Siting and arrangement of buildings were done 
collectively. The buildings were clustered together due to the 
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Figure 15. Map of Lycian Road (Anonymus, 2005). 
 
 
 
site conditions and functional relationships in an orga-
nized manner and all the outdoor spaces were positively 
defined. The sense of enclosure was strongly implied by 
the buildings in all these cities. Spatial perception was 
very effective with varied spatial identifications. 

According to Booth (1990), while the major design 
elements such as landform, plant material and buildings 
are creating outdoor spaces by affecting the ground 
plane itself becomes an important aspect in completing 
the spatial definition. On the other hand, pavement is 
another important dimension of urban environments used 
together with water and vegetative surfaces. Stone and 
marble were the most commonly used pavement 
materials in Lycian settlements. Besides, mosaic 
pavements were applied in more important parts of the 
city and the building interiors. Pavements were used 
functionally and compositionally in the urban tissue to 
give direction and indicate movement besides its comple-
mentary and aesthetical functions. Other site structures 
such as steps, ramps, walls and street furniture used in 
the Lycian cities were also the other complementary 
elements of the urban environment. However, there is no 
clue about the street furniture of these cities but, other 
constructive elements like steps, walls, etc. were the 
integrated parts of the urban fabric defining the urban 
areas on the ground planes linking different levels with 
each other. 

Possessing a natural harbor, Patara was one of the 
principal harbors of Lycia whereas Xanthos is situated 
through Xanthos River which is one of the most 
interesting and determinant identified ruins in Turkey. 
Patara was the judicial center of Roman emperor and the 
city was also famous with its riding activities for Apollo 
during the winter months (Akurgal, 19859). 

The city of P�nara was founded by colonists from 
Xanthos. The ruins of P�nara antique city are well-
preserved. However, the whole site covered with plants 
creates an effective cultural landscape quality.  

 
 
 
 
All of these settlements have rock-cut tombs but, Myra 

have the most original ones. Myra was one of the oldest 
Lycian cities and famous with St. Nicholas Church. Also 
the rock cut tombs of the antique settlement are 
magnificent in Anatolia. On the other hand, Telmessos 
have splendid Helllenistic type of Lycian tombs especially 
constructed in ionic order. Letoon was the “holy area“ of 
Lycian League. Three important tamples are existing in 
this area. 

Olympos was also one of the most important harbor 
cities of Lycian civilization which is famous with its natural 
values rather than its cultural values. The ruins are 
mainly covered with plants and the ruins situated on both 
sides of the river are combined with the nature. Also, the 
panoramic view from the acropolis is unique.  

Phaselis antique settlement is also mainly covered with 
plants and integrated with sea from Northeast and 
Southwest directions has been an important harbor city. 
But, today it has a pittoresque cultural landscape quality 
that has to be preserved with its historic quality.  

As the region is very mountainous, the ruins of the 
settlements are either on the Xanthos Valley or in the 
seashore. All these Lycian settlements were used by 
various civilizations through history in Roman and 
Byzantine periods. 

Nowadays, these antique city ruins also can be visited 
by using Lycian Road which is approximately 500 km in 
length beginning from Mu� la, Hisaronu and ending in 
Antalya city arranged as a trekking route (Figure 15). It is 
the longest trekking route of Turkey combining nature, 
archeology and history offering panoramic views from 
Mediterranean coastal landscapes and antique Lycian 
settlements beginning with Fethiye, continuing with 
Patara, Xanthos, Myra, Ka� /Antiphellos, Demre and 
ending with Finike, Olympos and Phaselis.  

It is too hard to reconstruct these antique settlements 
because of great losses of building material. But, can be 
arranged as archeological parks exhibiting themselves in 
their own actual landscape qualities. Nevertheless, 
according to Erder (1986), monuments were valued as 
symbols and have furthermore acquired meaning ever 
since man has valued his past and his future as much as 
his present. So, all the ancient Lycian cities of Anatolia 
have to be conserved to leave to future generations as 
the traces of Lycian civilization on earth with their present 
qualities.  
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